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This slightly shortened version of the classic Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem tour we have run for Rockjumper 

Worldwide Expeditions was tailored to fit the target list and physical ability of a long-time client and friend of 

Rockjumper's. It was designed to alleviate the need for walks, uneven terrain, and accommodations were 

reserved to make the region's many birds & mammals handicap accessible. While the tour did see difficulties 

arise due to an intense 3-day cold front that dumped several feet of snow above 7500' elevation and plenty of 

rain and wind below that, the logistics went beautifully. The food was fabulous (takes some doing in our rural 

region), birding and mammal-watching were incredible, and a very enjoyable time was had by all, despite the 

weather. 

We focused our first days on the prairies in search of Longspurs, specialty sparrows, and Sprague's Pipit, 

enjoying views of all. From there we moved into the Montana valleys and slopes looking for special beauties 

like Evening Grosbeak, Calliope Hummingbird, Green-tailed Towhee, Dusky and Ruffed Grouse, and several 

species of tricky flycatchers. Our continued success left us a good amount of time to enjoy the incredible wildlife 

and scenery of Yellowstone, with the odd Williamson's Sapsucker and American Three-toed Woodpecker 

thrown in for good measure. White-tailed and Mule Deer, Pronghorn, Wapiti, Moose, Bison with new-borns, 

Wolves on the hunt, Grizzly bears with cubs, Black bears with cubs, Coyotes near the den, Big Horn Sheep, and 

Mountain Goat were all found in this special, special park. 

After the snow had set in, and derailed our plans to stay at Cooke City (no electricity due to weather), we headed 

down Chief Joseph Highway and the stunning Sunrise canyon to the foothills of the Beartooth Plateau. Here we 

wrapped up our time together in the beautiful little town of Red Lodge, enjoyed some of my favourite Italian 

food in the state, and added some exciting species like Pinyon Jay, Lark Sparrow, Plumbeous Vireo, Yellow-

breasted Chat, Red-naped Sapsucker, Broad-tailed Hummingbird, and more, before we had to say our farewells. 
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Annotated List of species recorded  

For the species list and more photos, please see the eBird Trip Report: https://ebird.org/tripreport/62689 
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